Cover photograph: The standard membrane feeding assay is a key tool in the development of transmission-blocking vaccines for malaria. Anopheles mosquitoes are allowed to feed on blood containing Plasmodium falciparum parasites and vaccine-induced antibodies. A reduction in the subsequent development of P. falciparum oocysts in the midgut of the mosquito is quantitated. Comparative assessment of vaccine constructs and formulations provides data on the functionality of induced antibodies to aid in the down-selection of vaccine candidates. (See related article at e00486-17.) 
